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Garden City Conservation Society 2015–16 Year in Review 

June 2015: City parks manager Marie Fenwick and coordinator Tricia Buemann provided a 
Garden City Lands update at the 2015 Annual Gathering, which was at the Richmond 
United Church Hall. We appreciate the successful efforts of Marie and Tricia to engage with 
Garden City Conservation and the whole community. 

Later in June 2015: We expressed support when B.C. Agriculture Minister Norm Letnick 
released new ALR regulations. They reflected the extensive efforts by the Garden City 
Conservation Society and other pro-ALR groups around the province to reduce the harm 
from earlier changes to the Agricultural Land Commission Act by Minister Bill Bennett. 

Still in June: We also worked with West Coast Environmental Law to make public the 
illegal aspect of the firing of ALC Chair Richard Bullock for protecting farmland too well. 
WCEL wrote, “Politics should not be permitted to trump the integrity of our food security.”  

From June to now: Mr. Bullock’s wife Jacqui thanked us for supporting him with an online 
“Thank You Richard Bullock” card. We took the approach that “Small pro-ALR actions 
mount up.” Mr. Bullock continues to advocate for the ALR with groups around B.C., 
including a Richmond event we sponsored. We gather that the individuals and couples 
who’ve signed our Thank You card—1,539 so far—inspire his efforts. 

Canada Day, July 1, 2015: Good teamwork and happy crowds led to the success of our 
Salmon Festival outreach, with a tent and tables near the western trees. For the children, 
we designed and featured a new colouring sheet, “Pollinating in the Lulu Island Bog.” 

From July on: We supported neighbourhoods in trying to maintain the Garden City by 
limiting trophy houses that block the sunlight, as shown here. Widespread support led to 
significant success. 

August 2015 to now: Richmond updated its Ecological Network Management Strategy. We 
supported it when it was presented to council’s parks committee the next month. We called 
on the city to make it a pattern of opportunistic action, not just a well-written report. GCCS 
Vice President Sharon MacGougan has had several worthwhile discussions about this with 
Lesley Douglas, Sustainable Development Manager.  

September 2015: We concluded that the Garden City Lands were being planned with 
contra-ALR uses despite all our efforts to get the City to steward the Lands for a range ofof  
ALR uses. We therefore sent an informed analysis to the Agricultural Land Commission, 
added a related letter to Richmond council and spoke to the parks committee. We topped it 
all off with a Richmond News column, “The Garden City Lands deserve a miracle too.” 

In October 2015: Those efforts paid off, as described in a Richmond News column, which is 
filled out in a blog article as “The Garden City Lands are smiling.” For the agricultural 
aspect, it had always been crucial to have a university partner, active in research, education 
and outreach, and the City finally took steps to be a real partner with the Sustainable 
Agriculture Department of Kwantlen Polytechnic University.  

http://www.gardencitylands.ca/contact.html#agm1
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/06/23/2015-alr-regulations/
http://wcel.org/resources/environmental-law-alert/west-coast-demands-reinstatement-illegally-fired-alc-chair-%E2%80%93-and-w
http://you.leadnow.ca/petitions/thank-you-richard-bullock
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/06/28/action/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/06/28/action/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/08/11/bullock-3/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/07/02/kitty/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/07/02/kitty/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/07/03/pollinating/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/08/05/waste/
https://gardencitylands.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/econetmngmntstrtgy_2015-09-21.pdf
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/09/21/eco-network/
https://gardencitylands.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/gccstoalc_2015-09.pdf
https://gardencitylands.files.wordpress.com/2015/09/gccs-to-richmond_2015-09.pdf
http://www.richmond.ca/__shared/assets/Sch_1_PFM_PRCS_05261541545.pdf
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/10/02/miracle/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/10/21/smiling/
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Since then: KPU Sustainable Agriculture has done soil studies and will have a long-term 
lease on 20 acres. This was a huge victory for the Garden City Conservation Society, the 
Garden City, and the people of Richmond—and, of course, for KPU. 

In November and December 2015: We strove to encourage local support for saving the 
Peace Valley, which is threatened by a Site C dam that would not even be a good business 
decision if it were neutral for agriculture and ecology, which it would actually devastate.  

Now: A recent Vancouver Sun opinion piece gives the whole rest of the picture (everything 
except agriculture). It’s titled “Site C: Truly awful economics.” Our view after sponsoring a 
Richmond event is expressed in “Bountiful Peace—hope for the Peace Valley.” 

That may seem far from home, but our conservation view is that it’s all interconnected. 
That’s the nature of Nature. 

In December 2015: Closer to home, we began addressing LNG on the Fraser .At the same 
time, we ramped up our efforts related to renewal of the Massey crossing, for which the 
best solution for the environment appears to be an additional two-lane transit tube. In 
contrast, the dredging promoted by Port Metro Vancouver would do all sorts of harm to the 
Fraser Estuary. We are pleased with the steadfast efforts of Richmond council on this. 

Then and in the new year, 2016: Like-minded activists from all over—especially 
Richmond, Delta and Vancouver—have come together as Fraser Voices, and Garden City 
Conservation director John ter Borg has done a huge amount of Fraser Voices work. 
Besides representing us, he is one of the leaders. 

Often: Many of President Jim Wright’s Digging Deep columns in the Richmond News have 
furthered our Garden City Conservation issues.  

In February 2016: Jim highlighted the lifetime achievements of a Friends of Garden City 
couple, biologists Otto Langer and Sandra Bourque, beginning with “Child of the Fraser 
River and the sea.” For three follow-up articles, click here and then here and finally here. 

For the past couple of years: The Garden City Conservation board has recognized the 
need to do something about disrespect for trees if there is ever going to be renewed respect 
for our Garden City name and self image. We like to be able to support local groups instead 
of doing everything ourselves, and with trees we have been happy to support the Save 
Richmond Trees group.  

For the past few months: Garden City Conservation has again been attempting to help the 
City’s Garden City Lands project team to adjust. It is so unfortunate that systemic City of 
Richmond problems prevented them from consulting us early on—and never adequately 
even later. That might have saved years and a vast amount of tax money, and no doubt the 
project would be more clearly on track to be an excellent ALR park.  

Ongoing: Nevertheless, our grassroots movement saved the Garden City Lands from 
development, and there is gradual progress all the time. We will keep trying. For details, go 
to the “Natural legacies versus waste” blog and scroll down past the Welcome. 

http://vancouversun.com/opinion/opinion-site-c-truly-awful-economics
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/12/08/peace-2/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2015/12/14/lng/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2016/02/17/child-of-the-fraser-river-and-the-sea/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2016/02/17/child-of-the-fraser-river-and-the-sea/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2016/02/17/sandra-bourque-i-garry-point/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2016/02/17/bourque-ii-otto-and-sandra-and-the-activists/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2016/02/17/bourque-iii-environmentalists-in-earnest/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/saverichmondtrees/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/saverichmondtrees/
https://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/

