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September 25, 2014 

 
Members of Richmond Council, 

Along with this letter, we’re sharing a Garden City Lands letter our society sent to the 
Agricultural Land Commission this month. It was necessary—as the remaining 
option—in order for us to act on our first constitutional purpose: 

To help steward the natural legacy of Richmond’s Agricultural Land Reserve 
area called the Garden City Lands for agricultural, ecological and open-land park 
uses for community wellness. 

That letter to the ALC was also imperative because we are guided by the values of the 
citizens who have fought for more than a decade to conserve the Garden City Lands. 
We were the Garden City Lands Coalition until our scope grew, and we act with the 
same ideals. The change in ownership to the City of Richmond—from the federal land 
disposer and, beneficially, the Musqueam Indian Band—should not reduce our 
commitment to protecting and celebrating the ALR values of the Lands, and it does not. 

To be clear on a blurry aspect, we realize that areas called “Meadow” and “Flex Field” 
have been put under the heading “Agricultural Zone” in RFP 5540P. However, we are 
also aware of (a) the record of organized-sports fields cloaked as “community fields,” 
(b) the implicitly low importance of the Lands’ ALR status in the City’s recent requests 
for proposals about the Lands, and (c) the very limited steps toward agricultural use in 
the past three years of the City’s project. Soil testing, for instance, occurred in only five 
spots, which is less than one per ten hectares. We therefore do not assume from vague 
labels that features are effectively agricultural unless and until actions unmistakably 
show a change in priorities, as seen in bona fide agricultural uses. 

Our goal is simply as stated early in this letter. Naturally, we are aware that the City 
employs skilled communicators who can present anything convincingly, but our role is 
to get through to the substance and act accordingly. We are cooperative with the City, 
and we will continue to encourage citizens to take part in the City’s Garden City Lands 
events, including the one scheduled for this Saturday. 

What would transform the City project and brighten the future of the Garden City 
Lands would be a change in City mindset to one that genuinely celebrates the ALR 
status of the Lands with the community. For that to happen, it needs to begin at the top. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jim Wright 
President, Garden City Conservation Society, in consultation with the Directors 
GardenCityLands@shaw.ca  
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