
Email Garden City Conservation 

Friends of Garden City, January 11, 2014  

Ten updates and a reminder: 

Happy anniversary, FarmWatch BC! And hurray for Ray! 

On Thursday, January 16, 2014, it’s one year  
since Ray Galawan and supporters stood 
up to the dumping on a farm. He showed 
how harmful materials were being 
buried in a farm road, damaging the 
agricultural capability. We’ve known 
about dumping on ALR land for years, 
and finally Ray and a group that became 
FarmWatch BC did something about it. 

Thanks to daily vigilance by Ray and 
others, there’s been no more dumping. 

Garden City Conservation was happy to help from the beginning. We received a 
request for advice on January 5, 2013, and we sent off our detailed and informed 
advice within two hours. When FarmWatch took the battle to a council meeting, we 
promoted it in the Garden City News in “9360 Finn Road—farm or dump?” (an analytical 
article). We stay supportive. All the credit belongs to Ray, plus stalwarts like Bob 
Featherstone and others seen and unseen, and we’ve been privileged to have a part in it. 

Growing the Garden City environment coalition 

Last year, Garden City Conservation acted on over 
twenty kinds of issues in a spirit that goes back 
to the old Garden City Lands Coalition. Mutual 
support keeps us all finding success no matter 
what. In spirit we’re still a coalition and still 
striving to save the “Garden City.” It’s a way 
of thinking, and we still say “Save Garden City!” 

Much of what we do is “below the radar,” and 
—in response to feedback—we’ve started 2014 
with a process to raise our profile. The intent is 
still to facilitate all sorts of conservation action in 
a true Garden City, an eco-well community in and  
beyond Richmond. For best results, we’ll just aim 
to be a bit more visible in the range of what we do. 

To go with the newsletter and blog articles, we’re taking steps toward ramping up our 
social media. The aim is to enable time-sensitive messages to zip out when they’re most 
needed. This Garden City Conservation initiative is for all who aim for eco-wellness in 
the Garden City community of Richmond and beyond. More on this in coming weeks. 

  

http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/01/20/finn-dum/
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Garden City Eco-wellness Task Force—the Garden City ETF 

 

Michael Wolfe, vice president of the Garden City Conservation Society, is heading a 
task force with a focus on eco-wellness. The short version of the name, Garden City ETF, 
may sound like a form of investment*, and that’s fitting, since a commitment to 
eco-wellness is a good investment for any community. The emerging ETF plan includes 
a digital showcase of local eco-wellness in gardens and public spaces. One exhibit 
could be the Green Wolfe video. (*Note: ETF also stands for “exchange traded fund.”) 

Farewell to Alexandra Road 

Donna Danyluk of Alexandra Road had a wonderfully written but sad letter published 
in the Richmond Review of Wednesday, January 8. Not everything around Alexandra 
Road could have been saved, but a significant area that had supposedly always been 
protected should have been. That would have included the Alderbridge wildlife corridor. 

Many Friends of Garden City spoke up—roughly 60 out of 80 parties who show up in 
the City of Richmond’s records. However, there was little listening by City staff and 
councillors, who could have saved much at little cost. Still, a little hope remains, at this 
time only for the wildlife corridor, the buffer along Alderbridge.  

Excerpts from “Farewell to Alexandra Road,” by Donna Danyluk 

From our kitchen windows . . . the most amazing strand of trees where eagles, 
hawks and occasionally owls would roost. It was like living in the country in the 
middle of the city. 

One by one, we have watched our neighbours leaving and their houses being torn 
down, while those of us left have gotten closer together, and this informal 
community is an integral part of helping each other out. 

You can read Donna Danyluk’s “Farewell to Alexandra Road” on the Review website. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c-vw-dP5bto
http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/letters/239664461.html
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Listen to Harold Steves and Kent Mullinix 

For a recent theme on Vancouver’s co-op radio station, host 
Jane Bouey brought in Harold Steves and Kent Mullinix. 
Richmond’s Councillor Steves responds about the ALR for ten 
minutes here, starting at the 00:46:55 mark. 

Kwantlen Polytechnic University’s Dr. Kent Mullinix’s 
topic was the future of farming in the Lower Mainland.  
He responds here for over twenty minutes, starting at the 
00:19:15 mark. By the way, Kwantlen’s Richmond-based 
Sustainable Agriculture Program is going strong.  

There’s a whole set of articles on the Mullinix vision 
on the Garden City Conservation blog. 

Support and learn from “Stop the Swap!” 

One recent article on the blog is about an inspiring campaign to 
respect the ALR in Summerland in the Okanagan. It’s led by young 
Erin Carlson. The slogan is “Stop the swap.”  

While on the blog, you can use the Subscribe feature at the top of the 
menu to get an automated email each time there’s a new article. 

 

Reminder: Garden City Lands survey — still open 

The Garden City Lands survey is still open at Let’s Talk Richmond. Each person who 
wants to steward the lands as a central park in the ALR can make a difference. 

For those who haven’t done the online survey: Read “Making the best of the GCL 
survey” first. Since City staff have changed the survey (for the better!), that enabling 
article has been updated. 

If you’ve done the written survey in a less informed way, you can’t replace it, but 
you could at least contribute your more informed insight via the online version. 

If you’re done the survey, please urge other informed people to act too (by reading 
the recommended article and then doing the survey). 

In any case, it is important that the community understand how the survey cannot 
provide valid results (even though citizens can do the survey in ways that limit the 
problem). To be informed, read the most recent article on the topic and ideally 
also the previous one, “Accidental bogicide.” 

The survey bias is a symptom of a threat to the ALR use of the Garden City Lands. 
ALR opponents have made the lands a chosen battleground, so the threat also 
affects the ALR ─ significantly.  

The survey is unlikely to be open much longer. Act now. 

http://www.coopradio.org/content/media-mornings-325
http://www.coopradio.org/content/media-mornings-325
http://www.coopradio.org/content/media-mornings-327
http://www.kpu.ca/calendar/2013-14/science-hort/sustainableagriculture-deg.html?__utma=1.455559665.1370883545.1386612991.1386615475.25&__utmb=1.9.10.1386615475&__utmc=1&__utmx=-&__utmz=1.1386200666.19.4.utmcsr=google%7cutmccn=(organic)%7cutmcmd=organic%7c
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/category/mullinix-vision/
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2014/01/09/swap/
http://letstalkrichmond.ca/create-garden-city-lands?module=survey&survey_tool_id=35#tool
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/11/20/nov-7/
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/11/20/nov-7/
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/11/29/bogicide/
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/11/22/sanctuary/
http://letstalkrichmond.ca/create-garden-city-lands?module=survey&survey_tool_id=35#tool
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The local way to reduce the jet fuel problem 

The Frank Suto letter in the Richmond Review and Richmond News of January 10 is 
practical advice. One could see it as what would happen if Kinder Morgan (the 
pipelines company), VAFFC (the YVR airlines’ fuel facilities company) and Metro 
Vancouver (with Metro cities like Richmond and Burnaby) worked together. 

They had that chance in 2013, as mentioned in Frank Suto’s letter and discussed in 
“Supporting Chevron for ecology” on the Garden City Conservation blog. Jim Wright 
even wrote to Richmond council drawing their attention to the window of 
opportunity and urging them to act with Burnaby and Metro Vancouver to support 
Chevron in its application for a secure supply from the Kinder Morgan’s Trans 
Mountain Pipeline from Alberta. That would in turn have enabled a secure local 
supply of jet fuel from the Chevron refinery in Burnaby to YVR via Kinder Morgan’s 
airport pipeline.  

We can’t be certain that Chevron would have succeeded even with the Richmond and 
Metro help, but we do know that Chevron didn’t succeed without it. Now Frank Suto 
has a well thought-out way to salvage the situation. It’s called “Oil producers need to 
meet B.C.’s demands” in the Review and “Change to crude tactics needed” in the News. 

The local way to reduce the honey bee colony collapse problem 

Honey bees, pollinators that enable much 
of our food to grow, are threatened by 
colony collapse syndrome. Native bees 
can help fill the gap. Michael Wolfe long 
ago identified the southwest corner of the 
Garden City Lands (where Westminster 
Highway meets Garden City Road) as a 
thriving natural area for native bees.  

It’s discussed in “Listening to the bees of the Garden City Lands.” If that area gets 
conserved, it will only be by good luck or informed citizens speaking up loudly enough. 
(The biophysical inventory, which was semi-done because it was semi-funded, didn’t 
even address bees or other insects.) It is still possible to stop the loss of another 
natural legacy and do the Garden City’s part to cope with colony collapse syndrome. 

Note: The illustrated native bees are identified in a Pollinator Partnership poster. 

The local way to reduce the harm from GMOs in Canada 

In May 2013, Garden City Conservation and many other groups and individuals 
encouraged Richmond council to “ban” GMOs in Richmond, and council acted. The 
title of the Garden City Conservation article at the time says it all: “A city finds its 
soul.” Other cities acted too and then the Union of BC Municipalities. Now Oliver 
farmer Allan Patton is taking it to the Federation of Canadian Municipalities. 

The local way to conserve surplus possessions for help and hope 

Richmond Shares. 

 

http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2013/02/05/corrigan/
http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/letters/239650851.html
http://www.richmondreview.com/opinion/letters/239650851.html
http://www.richmond-news.com/opinion/change-to-crude-tactics-needed-1.784773
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2011/07/16/bees/
http://www.pollinator.org/PDFs/Identifying_Native_Bees_PosterFINAL.pdf
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2012/05/28/soul/
http://gardencitylands.wordpress.com/2012/05/28/soul/
http://www.tonu.org/2014/01/07/allan-patton/
http://www.richmondshares.bc.ca/

