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September 30, 2010  

Mr. Richard Bullock 
Chair and CEO, Agricultural Land Commission 
133—4940 Canada Way, Burnaby, B.C.  V5G 4K6 

Dear Richard Bullock, 

We wish you success in the ALR Review and in all you do as chair and chief executive of the Agricultural 
Land Commission. Our goals include your goals. We see your success as our success and vice versa. 

We’re a large Richmond-based community-service group dedicated to protecting ALR land and encouraging 
active uses that (a) best suit the particular land and (b) strengthen the ALR. Our main focus is a 136-acre 
field in the City Centre Area. Richmond was aptly called the Garden City, and the field was—and is—
called the Garden City Lands. Conserving and restoring the Lands will restore the grounding of our 
largely urban community in agricultural and ecological respect. Amazing but truly possible! 

We think the momentum from restoring the Lands will boost Metro Vancouver and BC in the values that 
must be embraced for the Agricultural Land Reserve to survive and prosper. It also happens that ALR 
opponents have made the Garden City Lands a chosen battleground, so each win for the Lands is a win 
for the ALR. For the past few years, we’ve been progressing with small wins in a sustained pro-ALC 
campaign with local and ALR-wide aspects, so we see our society and the ALC as natural collaborators. 

We’re pleased to mention that we’ve experienced a good relationship with the Commission when dealing 
with applications to exclude the Garden City Lands from the ALR. (After rejecting a 2005 application in 2006, 
the Commission turned down a massive 2008 one in 2009.) We now have thousands of hours of experience 
and hard-won expertise, and we’re volunteering to share it further with you. 

You might like to meet us, but it appears to be too late in your consultation tour for that. Instead or perhaps 
in addition, we decided to envision you asking us ALR Review questions and to add our responses. It’s like 
a conversation, and you’ll find it in transcript format on the following pages. In being informal, we are 
taking our cue from a colleague who participated in one of your tour meetings. She wrote, “I think the 
informality of the process allowed for serious and frank discussions, and I came away hopeful.” 

 

At a meeting, we might bring print resources for you. Some that we’d most like to show 
you are in Save Garden City, our 2008 submission to the ALC, and we ask you to get hold 
of one of the eight Save Garden City binders we supplied. (There must be copies at the ALC 
office.) Also, we’re sending you this communication as both a PDF, which includes blue 
hyperlinks to resources, and a couriered package, which includes a few print resources.  

We hope our ALR Review contribution will help strengthen and improve the ALR, and we will remain 
ready to work with you in whatever ways will have good impact for your goals—our shared goals. 

Sincerely, 

   
Jim Wright, President, Garden City Lands Coalition Society,  
in consultation with directors Daniel Leung, Carol Day, Bruno Vernier, Arzeena Hamir, and Jennifer Ng 

cc: Hon. Steve Thomson, MLA Linda Reid 


