
March 16, 2010 

Dear Mayor and Councillors, 

I am writing on behalf of the Band to correct certain comments made by City Councillors and reported in 
the press regarding Musqueam and the City's Offer of October 15, 2009 as accepted by the Band and 
Canada Lands. 

First, as I stated in my letter to you of February 10, the Band stands fully behind our decision to accept 
the City's Offer as set out in your letter of October 15, 2009 supplemented by our subsequent 
correspondence including the provisions set out in our letter of November 13, 2009 as confirmed by the 
City in its letter of November 25, 2009 and in our letter to the City of December 1, 2009. We look 
forward to the closing of the transaction with "all due haste" and, in any event, by March 31, 2010 as set 
out in the letter of January 26, 2010 from Stikeman Eliott acting on behalf of the City. We shall continue 
to keep our word. 

We also confirm our desire to have a good relationship with the City despite the loss caused to the 
Band's interest in the Garden City Lands by having to reluctantly accept the City's Offer to buy the Lands 
on January 19, 2010. Please note we were forced to accept the Offer and suffer such loss since the City's 
decision not to honour the MOU and the PSA gave us gave us (sic) no choice. As we noted in our letter 
of November 13, 2009, the City's Offer was a wholesale departure from the development project and 
process described in those agreements and was certainly not our preference. 

In accordance with the express terms of the Offer that it was to be Confidential (except for the 
subsequent agreed wording of a statement in a City staff report to enable the City to satisfy its 
procedural requirements), we have maintained public silence on the Offer. 

However, we wish the City to note our concerns that some members of the City Council have made 
statements as quoted in the press that we feel compelled to correct. Councillor Bill McNulty was 
reported in the Globe and Mail of March 10, 2010 as saying that "This is a fair deal. We're happy and 
(Musqueam are) happy the agreement was made." We do not agree with these assessments. Please 
note that it is not proper for members of the City to purport to speak on our behalf. We are well able to 
do so ourselves. In the Richmond News of March 12, Councillor Steves is quoted as saying: "The firm 
offer we made to the Musqueam was done after verbal discussions between a negotiator hired by the 
city and their negotiator...Where we wanted to start too low for them and where they wanted us to go 
was too high for us." That statement is simply not correct. The City's Offer made on October 15, 2010 
(sic) was unsolicited and a clear departure from the MOU that we expected the City to honour. Finally, 
Councillor Evalina (sic) Halsey-Brandt is quoted in the Province of March 12 as saying that the City's 
opening offer was "immediately" accepted by the Band. In fact, the City's Offer of October 15, 2009 was 
not accepted until January 19, 2010 after much consideration by the Band Council. No counter-offer was 
made—not because the Offer was considered fair but because the Band Council received legal advice 
that a counter-offer would revoke the City's Offer. Given the obvious internal disagreement among the 
members of the City Council, we could not run the risk that the City would reject the counter-offer and 
we would then be back in the state of uncertainty, and ever increasing costs, that we had been in for the 
prior year since the City elections. Again, we point out that the City's decision to "formulate its position" 
left us no choice. 

Yours truly, 
Chief Ernest Campbell 


